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Voter Registration Deadline October 15
“The deadline in Virginia to register to vote or make changes to your registration is Monday, Oct. 15. Voter
registrations postmarked by Oct. 15 will be accepted.
To register to vote, get information online or call the Fairfax County Office of Elections at 703-222-0776 (TTY
711).
You must update your voter registration if you have changed your address or name, or you may not be able to
vote. Every registered voter in Virginia is receiving a new voter registration card this fall. Make sure you read it
and note the location of your polling place, which may have changed due to redistricting.
There are a number of convenient ways to check your voter registration status:
•
•

Online for Virginia or Metro D.C. jurisdictions
Fairfax County residents: Call the Office of Elections at 703-222-0776 (TTY 711).

For more information on voting, visit Office of Elections, http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/.

Fairfax County Needs Volunteer Election Officers
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/working.htm#electionofficer
“By working at the polls you will be supporting the democratic values on which our nation was built.
Serving as an election officer is a rewarding way to participate in your government and help us to ensure a fair
and well-organized voting process. Fairfax County needs approximately 3,000 dependable and committed
citizens to serve as election officers in its 239 precincts for each General Election.

Qualifications
•
•
•
•
•
•

You must be a registered voter of the Commonwealth of Virginia.
You cannot hold elected office or be the employee of an elected official.
You must enjoy meeting people and serving the public.
You must be able to take direction, pay attention to detail, and not be easily distracted.
You must be available to work the entire day on Election Day
A completed Federal I-9 form must be submitted by all NEW election officers prior to serving in any
Fairfax County election.

Responsibilities on Election Day
Election Officers are required to...
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Arrive at the polling place at 5:00 a.m. on Election Day and remain until all tallies have been completed.
Set up voting equipment and prepare the polling place for voting.
Process voters by checking names on list of registered voters.
Admit voters to voting machines.
Tally results.
Secure voting machines (Code of Virginia, §24.2-1009: Stealing or tampering with ballot containers,
voting or registration equipment, software, records or documents is a Class 5 felony).
Close the polling place.
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Training
Each election officer is required to attend a one-time training class. Chief and Assistant Chief election officers are
required by the Code of Virginia, § 24.2-115,to attend training prior to every election in which they serve. Please
read the 2012 Revised Election Officer Training Overview - for ALL election officers. Additional classes are held
prior to special and primary elections. Training class schedules are made available online prior to elections.

What will I be paid?
Position:
Chief Officer
Assistant Chief Officer
Election Officer

Pay:
$200
$150
$100

Where will I be working?
Whenever possible, Election Officers are assigned to their "home" precinct. However, if there are no vacancies at
your polling place, you may be assigned to a nearby precinct or asked to work in the Central Absentee Precinct
(CAP). Unassigned officers are asked to serve as "stand-bys" to fill in for scheduled officers who cannot serve.
If you would like to apply to serve as a Fairfax County election officer please e-mail us with the following
information: your full name, current address, daytime telephone number, and your date of birth. This information is
necessary in order to verify your voter registration. Also, please indicate whether you would prefer to represent
either the Democratic party, the Republican party or either party as needed on Election Day, as mandated by the
Code of Virginia, § 24.2-115, Appointment, qualifications, and term of officers of election.
You may also apply by calling 703-324-4735 or by downloading the election officer application form (Adobe
Acrobat Reader Required), completing it, and then mailing it to us at the address listed on the form.
The Fairfax County Electoral Board greatly appreciates those citizens who help us to make our elections work!”
Election Officer Application Form > http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/training/eoapprev2012.pdf

November Ballot Features Park Bond
“On November 6, 2012, voters will have the opportunity to
decide on a Park Bond referendum that, if approved, would
provide $75 million for Park Capital Improvements. The Fairfax
County Park Authority will receive $63 million dollars for
improvements while the remaining $12 million dollars will go to
the Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority for improvements.
The 2012 Park Bond, the Fairfax County Park Authority’s twelfth
park bond since 1950, is divided into four categories: Land
Acquisition and Stewardship, Community Parks and New
Facilities, Facility Expansion and Existing Facility Renovation.
Bonds are a primary means of funding capital projects. Like
other agencies, the Park Authority faces the challenge of updating aging facilities, expanding existing facilities and
development of new facilities. Bonds ensure that current users are not burdened with the full cost of
improvements, and allow projects to be completed more quickly while spreading the cost of the projects over an
extended period of time.
You can learn all the details of the proposed bond online (http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/2012bond.htm) or
you can contact the Park Authority Public Information Office at 703-324-8662.”
Source: http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/press/html/psa102-12.htm

2

1,000 Homes for 1,000 Virginians
Homeless Facts
■

Close to 60 percent of homeless persons are in families.

■

More than 75 percent of children in homeless families are under the age of 11.

■

Nearly 60 percent adults in homeless families work.

Source: http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/homeless/pit-2012.htm
“`1,000 Homes for 1,000 Virginians’ is a statewide initiative led by the Virginia Coalition to End Homelessness to
house 1,000 of the most vulnerable Virginians experiencing homelessness by July 2013. This initiative is in
conjunction with the national `100,000 Homes Campaign’ which has successfully engaged communities across
the country. The goal of the initiative is to identify the most vulnerable people experiencing homelessness, rank
their conditions by severity, and then systematically house them before their homelessness causes them to die.”
>> http://1khomesva.org/

Local Efforts
“Meeting the goal of ending homelessness in Fairfax County within 10 years will take a commitment by everyone.
This spring, the Governing Board members of the Fairfax-Falls Church Community Partnership to Prevent
and End Homelessness created an Advocacy Subcommittee that’s charged with building public awareness and
public will. Members include representatives from local businesses, nonprofit partners, the faith community and
citizens who are committed to ending homelessness.
The Advocacy Subcommittee is working to develop ways to reach key audiences with important information about
homelessness, including how they can get involved. Key audiences were identified and include business leaders,
faith communities and elected officials, and a goal was set to help all these stakeholders understand the issue of
homelessness in our community and how the Community Partnership to Prevent and End Homelessness is
making a difference. Also important is our effort to educate the community on how everyone can get involved with
this important effort. Our goals are to celebrate successes and challenge even more commitment in the future.
With volunteer help and support, the Advocacy Subcommittee is producing a video that should be ready in the
early fall. Our message is simple: The Partnership to Prevent and End Homelessness is helping all our neighbors
find their way home.”
>> For more information on the Partnership and the 10-year plan, go to http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/homeless/

Fairfax County Office to Prevent and End Homelessness (OPEH)
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/homeless/opeh.htm
“In 2008, the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors established OPEH to manage, coordinate and monitor day-today implementation of the community’s plan to end homelessness within the next 10 years. OPEH supports the
Fairfax-Falls Church Community Partnership to Prevent and End Homelessness which engages nonprofits,
businesses, faith-based communities and county agencies in its efforts to implement the 10-Year plan, which
focuses on rapid re-housing and prevention by increasing the availability of permanent affordable housing.”

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH

Virginia Meets Emergency Planning Goal for Protecting Citizens
All communities have approved emergency operations plans for the first time since 2007
“As a highlight of National Preparedness Month, Governor Bob McDonnell announced today an important
emergency planning milestone. For the first time since 2007, every Virginia county, city and town with an
emergency management program has an emergency operations plan adopted by its elected governing board.
The purpose of these plans is to protect citizens during disasters and emergencies.
"September is National Preparedness Month, and it is a fitting time for us to announce this important
accomplishment," said Governor McDonnell. "Every local government with an emergency management program
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has a plan that has been thoroughly updated to cover the many emergencies that could happen in their
communities. Even more importantly, these plans have been formally reviewed and adopted by local leaders.
Local emergency operations plans govern how communities respond to and recover from disasters, so it is vital
that the plans are updated regularly and understood by local first responders and leaders."
In 2007, the Code of Virginia was changed to require local governing bodies to formally adopt emergency
operations plans every four years. Previously, no timeline was specified, so many plans had not been revised for
several years. When the Code was changed, approximately 20 percent of local plans were not compliant. Some
of the reasons for out-of-date plans include staff turnover at the local level and ongoing response to disasters. In
2011, Governor McDonnell challenged local governments to make all plans current.
To reach the goal, the Virginia Department of Emergency Management provided training, workshops and
technical assistance to local emergency planners and leaders.”
Source: Office of Governor Bob McDonnell

Can You Guess How Much ‘Standby Power’ Costs?
“Many devices in the home consume electricity even when you’re not actively using them. All that vampire power
can add up to 10 percent of your electricity bill. Unplugging or powering down the following gadgets could save
you approximately $120 dollars a year, especially if they’re older models without auto-shutdown modes. (Sources
for figures below: Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, Carnegie Mellon University)
■

Digital set-top box (with TV off): $25

■

Video game console (idle mode): $75

■

Combo DVD/VCR player (on): $13

■

Cordless power tool and charger (fully charged): $8

Source: http://www.greenerchoices.org

OBIT

Peggy C. Thompson, 1943–2012
Peggy passed away at her home on August 25. Mother of Wayne and Sharon Guthrie, she is survived by three
grandchildren, a sister, and two brothers. Peggy was an associate broker with Remax Allegiance since 1989. She
was a caregiver to her mother and enjoyed spending time with family and friends, dining out, shopping,
gardening, and traveling. Peggy lived for many years on Thetford Place, attended BBHCA meetings, and
supported the BBHCA newsletter through advertising her real estate business. The family asks that in lieu of
flowers, please make a contribution to your favorite charity in Peggy’s name.

EVENTS
Car Taxes and Registration Fees
October 5 Deadline
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dta/pay-car-taxes/
Select one of many payment options, including setting up an installment plan.
4

Citizens Advisory Council (CAC) Meeting
Wednesday, October 17
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
Helen Wilson Community Room, Lee District Government Center, 6121 Franconia Road
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/stations/franconia/franstacac.htm
Topic: TBA
What is CAC? The purpose of the CAC is to:
1. Provide a forum for obtaining citizen input about the delivery of police services.
2. Provide a formalized process that will facilitate citizen and community cooperation with the police.
3. Identify specific and potential problem areas concerning the police.

Third Annual Education Summit
Saturday, October 20
8 am to noon
Woodson High School
Join parents, students, citizens, business leaders, community leaders, and school leaders to learn more about
the deep connection between parent involvement and student success, and the steps parents can take to
make sure their child succeeds. National expert and Harvard professor Dr. Ronald Ferguson will keynote the
event and share his latest research on parent involvement. For more information and register, go to
http://www.fcps.edu/news/summit.shtml.

BBHCA Community Meeting
Tuesday, November 13
7:30 pm
Bush Hill Elementary School

LINKS TO KEEP
Office of Elections
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/
Verify your voter registration, find your polling place, review sample ballots, review acceptable
forms of voter ID, and get election results.

Dominion Virginia Electric: Smart Meters
https://www.dom.com/about/conservation/about-smartmeters.jsp
Learn about smart meters. To date, Dominion has installed more than 100,000 smart meters in portions of
Midlothian, Charlottesville, Northern Virginia, Williamsburg, downtown Richmond, and in the Blue Ridge area. The
November BBHCA community meeting will have a representative from Dominion to speak about smart meters.

Fairfax County Transportation Funding Survey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/fairfax-transportation-funding
In Fairfax County, road construction and maintenance is primarily a state (not county) responsibility. However, in
recent years, state funding for transportation has been declining. Federal transportation revenues are not
growing, either.
The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors recognizes that improving transportation is a high priority since the
county's economic health depends on an efficient transportation system. The state’s lack of progress in providing
adequate funding for infrastructure over the years now threatens Fairfax County’s economic vitality.
Transportation needs over the next ten years exceed available funding from local, regional, state, federal and
private sources in the County. This gap is estimated to be around $300 million per year.
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Fairfax County has identified several potential revenue sources that could be used to fund these transportation
needs, and would like feedback from the public about the list of potential funding options. This Community
Dialogue is the beginning of a discussion about Fairfax County's serious transportation challenges, and not a
proposal to raise or adopt new taxes. Please share your opinions by completing this survey today! The Survey is
open until October 12.

Fairfax County Library
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
Access the online library catalog, including ebooks, look up hours, check out the career center, and more.

Volunteer Opportunities
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/volunteering/
Volunteer your time to help with our parks, libraries, older adults and elsewhere to contribute to the quality of life
in Fairfax County.

BBHCA 2012–2013 Board
President: Jeannie Henry president@bbhca.org
VP Newsletter: Sharada Gilkey newsletter@bbhca.org
VP Membership: Rebeccah Wolfkiel membership@bbhca.org
Treasurer: Joan Akins treasurer@bbhca.org
Secretary: Sean McEnearney secretary@bbhca.org

Committees
Bylaws: Bob Michie bylaws_constitution@bbhca.org
eNews Editor: Sharada Gilkey eNews@bbhca.org
Land Use: Carol Alim land_use@bbhca.org
Web Master: Sharada Gilkey webmaster@bbhca.org
Yard Sale: Kathrine Dixon yardsale@bbhca.org

This electronic newsletter is sent to current members of the Brookland-Bush Hill Civic Association (BBHCA). If you do not wish
to receive any e-mails from BBHCA, respond to membership@bbhca.org and enter “unsubscribe” in the subject line. The
views expressed in eNews do not necessarily reflect the views of the Brookland-Bush Hill Civic Association or its Board of
Directors.

Brookland-Bush Hill Civic Association
Alexandria, VA 22310
www.bbhca.org
© 2012 Brookland-Bush Hill Civic Association. All rights reserved.
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