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Check Facebook for updates at 

ñBrookland Bush Hill Civic 

Associationò 

September Speaker on Fire 
Safety 
At our Sept.13th meeting of the 

Brookland-Bush Hill Civic Associa-

tion, we will be joined by a speaker 

from the Franconia Fire Department.  

Some of you who attended such a talk 

several years ago raved about all the 

useful information you heard on such 

topics as fire hazards in the home, 

types of fires, using fire extinguishers, 

and chimney cleaning and other im-

portant ways to prevent home fires. 

For those with gas lines, this is your 

chance to ask questions.  Please join 

us in the cafeteria of Bush Hill Ele-

mentary School on the evening of 

Sept. 13thðwhat you learn could save 

a life.  

Area Round-up 

Rumors abound that Pok®mon have 

been seen lurking in our neighbor-

hood, and that they have even set up 

their own establishmentsðlearn more 

about these mysterious sighting inside 

this issue.  Also, inside is news on the 

Franconia Shell Station expansion. 

Many of you came out for a meeting 

on this issue this summer, and the de-

tails of that meeting and the latest 

news can be found in the Land Use 

report. There will also be an update at 

our Sept. 13 BBHCA meeting. / Two 

people in Springfield have been bitten 

by a fox in recent weeks.  Such attacks 

are rare unless the animal is rabid.  

Foxes are common residents in most 

Fairfax neighborhoods, including 

BBHCA, and the sighting of a fox is 

not a cause for alarm. However, 

strange or aggressive behavior by a 

fox should be reported to Animal Con 

trol. Rabies is fatal. Protect yourself 

by keeping your distance from wild 

animals and making sure your petôs 

rabies vaccinations are up to date.  The 

Mayo Clinic recommends immediate 

wound washing to reduce the chances 

of rabies infection, but ANY possible 

exposure to rabies must be promptly 

treated by a medical professional.  

Beating the Heat: Health and 

Money 

By the time this goes to press, perhaps 

cooler weather will have arrived, but 

certainly the combination of heat and 

humidity this summer has been de-

scribed by some long-time residents as 

the worst they can recall. While we 

havenôt experienced anything like the 

deadly highs seen in some parts of the 

world this year (How does 129 ÁF  

sound? Or a heat index of 140 ÁF?), 

our high temps have been costly and 

even dangerous.  With regard to health 

effects, the CDC warns that individu-

als over 65 (even those in robust 

health), children under 2, and those 

with chronic illness are at higher risk 

and should remain in air conditioned 

spaces as much as possible during 

very hot weather. Fans alone are not 

adequate. Medications can also affect 

your ability to handle heat.  Good ad-

vice for everyone is to drink water 

frequently, even if you do not feel 

thirsty, and carefully time your out-

door activity. A good deal more infor-

mation, including the very different 

warning signs for heat exhaustion and 

heat stroke, can be found at http://

www.cdc.gov/extremeheat/

warning.html.  

 

Heat like this hits your pocketbook 

too, with higher air conditioning and 

watering bills.  If youôve been on the 

fence over whether to invest in a new 

insulation project, reflective roof ma-

terials, or a more efficient HVAC sys-

tem, it might be time to begin re-

searching your options. (Note: New 

roofs and HVAC only make sense if 

your current ones are near the end of 

life.)  Consumerôs Checkbook is a re-

liable source on the pros and cons, and 

both Checkbook and Angieôs List pro-

vide a wealth of information on local 

installers.  Smart landscaping can pro-

vide even more bang for the energy 

buck. Healthy deciduous trees shading 

Continued on page 6 
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mini-mart will be regulated as a super market, open 

24-hours per day, and will sell alcoholic beverages 

(beer and wine), which cannot be sold after midnight.  

They would no longer have propane tanks.  PMG 

typically has three persons on duty at their stations, 

one supervisor and two others.      

     As part of this redevelopment, VDOT will require 

that they close the entrance/exit on Franconia Road 

that is closest to Old Rolling Road.  There will be 

access from Franconia via the entrance that is shared 

with Playland.  VDOT and Fairfax County Transpor-

tation believe most traffic will enter via the western 

entrance that is shared with Playland.  This is the en-

trance that the tankers will use to fill tanks. The ap-

plicant hired a traffic engineer to assess traffic impli-

cations of proposed changes.  The entrance on Old 

Rolling Road will be reduced from current 40 feet to 

30 feet, which is the commercial standard, and is pro-

posed to be moved 40 feet back from the intersec-

tion, eliminating the possibility for diagonal turns in 

to the station from Franconia.   

      The County was also asking them to replace the 

sidewalk with a 10-foot trail.  However, in a follow 

up conversation that I had with staff, this requirement 

is being re-considered.  Since we have a striped bike 

lane in this section of Franconia, the new plan is to 

provide a 5 foot concrete sidewalk with a 3 foot buff-

er between the sidewalk and the street.  There will be 

a 1 foot maintenance buffer between the sidewalk 

and the landscape island between the sidewalk and 

the pumps. There would be a 17-foot screening buff-

er along Old Rolling Road with additional screening 

at the back of their property. 

     This application is scheduled to be presented to 

the Planning Commission on 21 September; it will 

come before the Land Use Committee on 12 Septem-

ber, probably for a vote.  The staff report will be 

available on 6 September.  

     On 29 June we had a neighborhood meeting to 

hear a presentation by Keith Martin from Petroleum 

Marketing Group and present issues that were of 

concern to the neighbors.  The major concerns were: 

 

¶ safety to pedestrians and drivers with increased 

access via Old Rolling Road 

¶ loitering in the parking area in front of the mini-

mart 

¶ unwanted ñvisitorsò to the adjoining properties; 

there have been problems at the town homes be-

Continued on page 4 

Land Use Update 
Carol Alim,  
BBHCA Land Use Representative 
 

Weôve had one land use meeting since our BBHCA  

May meeting and that was in June and there were 

three applications that were presented; the Shell sta-

tion at the corner of Franconia Road and Old Rolling 

Road, the Manchester Lakes car wash, and the BP 

Station on Franconia.   

 

Manchester Lakes 
White Horse is a non-local company that builds/

manages car washes and they are proposing to build 

a car wash near the Shoppers Food Warehouse in 

Manchester Lakes.  They currently own three (3) car 

washes.  The site is currently approved for 6,200 

square feet of retail space.  The building design is 

attractive and the car wash would be able to stack 10 

cars in two lanes. 

     There was considerable opposition from the 

neighbors.  Their primary concerns are safety and 

traffic.  It does look like there might be a blind spot 

as drivers exit the car wash to get back to the street.  

 

BP Service Station, Franconia 
This station is owned by Petroleum Marketing 

Group, which purchased many BP and Shell stations 

from Virginia to New Jersey.  This station is located 

at the corner of Franconia Road and Grovedale 

Drive.  Their proposal includes removing and replac-

ing gas pumps and adding a car wash and a mini-

mart.  VDOT requires that they close the entrance/

exit on Franconia Road and leave just one entrance/

exit on Grovedale, which will be right in/right out, 

with a small island on Grovedale intended to prevent 

left turns.  There was considerable discussion on this 

access since there is no easy way for people to head 

west out of the station. 

 

Shell Station, Franconia      
This site is now owned by Petroleum Marketing 

Group (PMG).  They submitted an application to 

make modifications/improvements to this site.  They 

plan to add one island with two additional pumps, for 

a total of ten (10).  They also plan to rebuild the car 

wash, expanding the building to include a mini-mart, 

with 19 parking spaces.  The station, including the 
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Land Use, continued from page 2 

hind the station in the past 

¶ elevated and increased 24-hour lighting disturb-

ing near-by residents all through the evening 

 

     After our community meeting, I went to the  

County web site to pull the staff report for this appli-

cation.  Not finding it, I contacted the person on staff 

(Kelly) who is coordinating this application and told 

her that the community has concerns about safety and 

security surrounding a number of items...   

     The closing of the Franconia Road access point 

will increase the traffic on Old Rolling Road.  Resi-

dents believe this poses a risk to pedestrians, espe-

cially students walking to Edison High School and to 

drivers who will have to contend with increased  

traffic accessing the station from Old Rolling 

Road.  The other issue is that residents who use Old 

Rolling to get to Franconia will have more difficulty 

making a left turn onto Franconia Road. 

     The current kiosk will be replaced with a mini-

mart which will operate 24 hours a day and will sell 

alcoholic beverages.  Residents expressed concern 

about late hour loitering and potential safety to  

near-by neighborhoods.  In addition, the applicant is 

asking for an exemption to the 30 foot candle stand-

ard for the canopy over tanks.  They want 43 feet 

which could become burdensome for near-by resi-

dents with bedroom windows facing Franconia Rd.  
     The first thing Kelly told me was that they had 

just learned that the hearing before the planning  

commission has been pushed to 21 September  

because the applicant still owes the County an  

affidavit regarding access management.  VDOT  

has a goal to reduce the number of curb cuts along 

major state roads, such as Franconia, Braddock, 

etc.  As part of this application, VDOT is requiring 

that the eastern most access point from Franconia 

Road to the Shell station be closed with the access 

point from Old Rolling Road picking up some of the 

traffic.   

     In addition, a Phase 1 environmental study was 

submitted and they are in compliance with no issues. 

Regarding lighting, all lighting will conform to 

County standards.  Applicant is asking for an  

exemption to the 30 foot candle standard for the can-

opy over tanks, which Staff is recommending  be  

denied. 
      

May Draft Meeting Minutes 

Presidentôs Report 

The positions of Secretary and First Vice President 

(newsletter) have been filled.  New First Vice Presi-

dent is  Jackie Hawkins.  New Secretary is Danny 

Hawkins.  The position of Webmaster is yet to be 

filled but will be overseen by Jackie Hawkins in the 

interim. 

     The March minutes were approved as published 

by unanimous consent. 

Treasurerôs Report 

Profit/Loss spreadsheet was passed out. So far we 

have received $2990 in income. Expenses to date are 

$2344 and a bill is pending for the March newsletter. 

Membership Report 

There are 133 members to date.   

 

Land Use Report 
Proffers for rezoning have been disallowed at the 

state level. Rezoning cases presented after July 1 will 

not be required to have proffers unless they are in 

Transit or Revitalization areas.  

     The parking lot at Kingstowne Center across from 

the theater was originally planned to be residential 

when proposed in the 1980ôs. In 2006 it was rezoned 

to be offices, but the developer now wants it 

switched back to residential. They have come forth 

with a booklet of proffers that would not be required 

after July 1. 

     Denials of rezoning can be taken to court. If the 

county loses, they must pay the developers costs. De-

nials are still likely to increase given the lack of prof-

fers to mitigate impacts.  
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Neighborhood Watch Report   
I hope everyone is having a fabulous summer!  I am 

happy to say, from what I am aware, there have been 

no major concerns or issues in Brookland-Bush Hill.  

If I am incorrect in that assumption, please inform 

me of anything in the recent past or anything ongo-

ing.  Since I donôt have much to share with you for 

this article, here is some food for thought... 

     I was attending the BBHCA Board meeting and 

there were many topics of discussion, but the one 

that caught my ear was of recent events of individu-

als unknown to the neighbors in the park area and 

police being called to check on the activity.  It made 

me think of this question.  How well do we know 

our neighbors?  If you saw something suspicious 

around your home and that of your neighbors, would 

you be able to effectively communicate that to your 

neighbors so that they too are aware and can keep 

their eye out for suspicious behavior?  With folks 

back to school and work, there are fewer people 

home, and itôs important we watch out for each oth-

er.  Years ago, three streets in my areas of BBHCA 

formed our own mini neighborhood watch.  We met 

and discussed issues, then we all exchanged full 

names, addresses, phone numbers and e-mails.  We 

continue to grow the directory as new neighbors 

move in.  Now, when there is something of concern 

to somebody, a group email goes out so we are all 

aware and we can be diligent about it.  Most recent-

ly, there was a report of fox bites, a note went out to 

the group just to let everyone know and a reminder 

to keep a close eye on small children and pets.  On a 

side note, do ensure your pets are up on their vac-

cinations should they be attacked by a fox (or other 

animal).  So if you do not know your neighbors or 

are not sure you could  reach if needed, think about 

changing thaté.the more we watch out for each oth-

er, the safer we will be. 
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