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and Oakwood Zoning

Meeting Minutes

New Business
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       tatus of Comprehensive Plan
       Nominations
As those of you who attended the March
18th special BBHCA meeting know, the
developer of Plan nomination 2RH (the
western Oakwood Road property)
withdrew their proposal on March 18,
based on extensive objections raised by
BBHCA residents and the Lee District
Supervisor's office (also in response to
BBHCA objections).  This was a
significant victory for BBHCA because
we believe that the requested changes to
the Comprehensive Plan would have
made it considerably easier to develop
this property, which is directly adjacent
to Brookland-Bush Hill. At the time of
the nomination, the developer's materials
cited the desire to build a 12 story
building on the land, and Lee District
Supervisor Jeff McKay's office received
numerous communications from BBHCA
residents strongly concerned about the
impact of such an enormous development
on our neighborhood.  It should be noted
that county staff worked with the
BBHCA Board and residents over a
several week period --meeting with us,
tracking down reams of requested
information for us, and carefully
considering the issues raised by residents
in developing their own position. Their
hard work and responsiveness were
greatly appreciated and are to be highly
commended.
        While these events have proven the
importance of an active and alert civic
association in ensuring that our
neighborhood remains a desirable place
to live, the fact remains that the pre-
existing zoning plan for 850,000 square
feet of office space remains in effect for
the 2RH property. We had hoped to learn
a great deal more about the specifics of
the current site plan for the property at

our March 18th meeting, but since the
developer had withdrawn their nomination
they did not make a presentation to us that
evening.  After much discussion, residents
at the meeting strongly agreed that we
need to learn a great deal more about the
details of the current zoning on this
property --what protections currently exist
for the neighborhood and what potential
protections could be developed.
Scheduling conflicts have prevented
county zoning staff from coming to speak
to this issue at our May meeting, but we
are pursuing some of that information off-
line and hope to have a large copy of the
site plan available for you to examine at
that meeting.  We will also discuss at our
May 11th meeting the formation of a Task
Force to pursue issues and options
associated with this, and volunteers for
that activity will be needed.
        At our March 18th meeting we did
receive a presentation from a
representative for the developer of Plan
nomination 1RH (the eastern end of
Oakwood Road). Following the
presentation, the representative answered
numerous detailed questions. While
residents were generally satisfied with
responses, most of those present felt that
they would not be directly affected by the
storage facility being proposed for that
property.  Therefore it was agreed that
BBHCA would defer to the position of the
Gunnell Estates HOA (which is within the
BBHCA boundaries) on this issue, as
Gunnell residents would be directly
adjacent to the development.  We have
since learned that Gunnell Estates decided
to oppose the nomination, and the
nomination was defeated at the
subsequent meeting of the Lee District
Land Use Committee Task Force on April
12th where BBHCA was represented by
Carol Alim, who is a resident and member

of the Land Use Committee.

BBHCA Board Elections
The current Board will end its service at
the May meeting. Your participation in
the nomination and election process is
crucial to the continuity of BBHCA.
Land use is just one of the issues and
challenges that are facing our
community. Other issues include zoning
enforcement and crime prevention.
Through regular communication with our
elected officials, law enforcement, the
efforts of BBHCA volunteers, and most
importantly your support, we will work
to maintain control over the future of our
community. As a volunteer you benefit
from learning more about your
community and knowing that you made a
difference.  All positions are open for
nomination, but both the treasurer and
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